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Summary 
 
Twelve percent of Americans used a taxi or limousine service in the previous month, 
according to a recent federal government survey.  The 12% usage rate for taxis and limos 
compares with 13% for public transit (bus, subway, commuter and light rail and ferry) 
and 7% for airport, hotel, rental car and other shuttle services.1  Taxis and limos are 
thus one of the most widely used modes of publicly available transportation in the U.S. 
 
Who are the men and occasionally women who deliver taxi and limousine services?  
What are their backgrounds, how much do they work, how much do they earn?  How has 
the labor pool of taxi and limo drivers changed in recent decades? 
 
Based on U.S. Census data, this report shows that the number of taxi/limo drivers 
reached an all-time high in 2000.  The number of drivers has expanded in both major 
metropolitan areas as well as the rest of the country, indicating that taxi and limousine 
services are gaining greater importance in the transportation system throughout the 
United States. 
 
As the number of drivers has increased, the composition of the driver work force has 
changed.  While the majority of taxi and limousine drivers are U.S.-born men, women 
and immigrants have established a significant presence in this occupation.  Immigrants 
are particularly important in major metropolitan areas, where they constitute over 50% 
of taxi/limo drivers.  The number of female drivers has also increased in recent decades.  
Unlike immigrants, however, women are more prevalent outside major metro areas.   
 
Highlights of the study: 
 
Growth in taxi/limo drivers 

§ 230,000 active taxicab and limousine drivers were counted in the 2000 Census, 
the largest number on record. 

§ The number of taxi and limo drivers increased by 18% from 1990 to 2000 and by 
51% from 1970 to 2000.  The growth in taxi and limo drivers reflects the 
increasing popularity of urban centers as places to live and the growth in 
business and leisure travel in recent decades. 

 
Gender 

§ Taxi driving is one of the most predominantly male occupations in the U.S., with 
a higher proportion of men than other front-line service occupations such as 
parking attendants, bus drivers and bartenders. 

                                                   
1  Source: Bureau of Transportation Statistics, “Omnibus Survey, Household Survey Results, October 

2003.”  Available: www.bts.gov/omnibus_surveys/household_survey/2003/october.  Ninety-five 
percent of respondents had used a personal vehicle in the prior month. 
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§ The number of women taxi/limo drivers has increased, however, to 13% of drivers 
in 2000, up from 11% in 1990 and 3% in 1960. 

§ Women’s representation varies geographically: 

t 28% of drivers who live outside metropolitan areas were women in 2000. 

t 11% of drivers in the Boston area and 10% in the Los Angeles and Las 
Vegas areas were women in 2000. 

t By contrast, 4% of taxi/limo drivers in the Chicago area and 3% of drivers 
in the New York metropolitan area were women in 2000. 

 
National origin 

§ 38% of taxi and limo drivers were immigrants in 2000.  This is one of the highest 
proportions of immigrant workers of any occupation in the U.S.  Only tailors and 
farm laborers had a higher percentage of immigrants among occupations with at 
least 50,000 workers in the 2000 Census. 

§ The number of immigrant drivers is growing; the 38% figure for 2000 is up from 
27% in 1990 and 8% in 1970. 

§ Immigrant drivers are most often from three regions of the world: 

t 6.8% of drivers are from South Asia, primarily Pakistan (2.9% of all drivers) 
and India (2.3% of drivers)  

t 6.7% of drivers were born in the West Indies, primarily the Dominican 
Republic (3.0%), Haiti (2.3%) and Jamaica (0.9%). 

t 6.3% of drivers emigrated from Africa, including 1.5% from Nigeria and 
1.2% from Ethiopia. 

§ Taxi/limo driving is a significant occupational category for some immigrant 
groups.  While only 0.2% of U.S.-born employed men drive a taxi or limousine, 
11% of Ethiopian and 7-8% of Bangladeshi and Pakistani-born employed men in 
the U.S. were taxi/limo drivers in 2000. 

§ Immigrant drivers are most prevalent in major metropolitan areas: 

t 82% of drivers in the New York metro area were foreign born in 2000. 

t 57% to 62% of drivers in the Washington DC, Los Angeles, San Francisco 
and Chicago metro areas were foreign born in 2000. 

§ The clustering of immigrant groups varies by state and metropolitan area: 

t South Asians comprised 15% or more of drivers in the Chicago, New York, 
San Francisco and Washington DC areas in 2000. 

t West Indians comprised at least 13% of drivers in the Boston and New York 
areas and in Florida. 
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t African immigrants comprised 10% or more of drivers in the Chicago area 
and in Texas, Virginia and Maryland. 

t Asian immigrants account for 12% of drivers in the San Francisco area. 

t Mexican immigrants comprise 12% or more of drivers in the Los Angeles 
area and in Texas. 

 
Other characteristics 

§ 67% of taxi and limo drivers worked full-time (defined as at least 40 weeks a year 
and 40 hours per week) as of the 2000 Census. 

t This figure was down from 71% in 1990 and 85% in 1960. 

t Full-time drivers worked an average of 49.1 hours per week in 2000. 

t Incomes of full-time drivers averaged $26,800 in 1999, only a slight 
increase from 1989 in inflation-adjusted dollars. 

§ 43% of taxi and limo drivers had attended college or were college graduates, in 
2000. 

§ The average age of drivers is 46 years, up from 41 years in 1980. 
 
New York City drivers 

§ 2.5% of New York City taxi/limo drivers were female in 2000, essentially 
unchanged from 1990 and 1980.  (In NYC, taxi/limo drivers include medallion 
taxi, car service, black car and limousine drivers.) 

§ 84% of drivers were immigrants, a sharp increase from 64% in 1990 and 38% in 
1980. 

§ 23% of New York City taxi/limo drivers were from the West Indies (primarily the 
Dominican Republic and Haiti) and 20% were from South Asia (Pakistan, India 
and Bangladesh). 

 
Based on NYC Taxi and Limousine Commission licensing records for medallion taxi 
drivers: 

§ Bangladesh has replaced Pakistan is the number one country of origin of 
medallion cab drivers in New York City.  In the last two years, 18% of new taxi 
drivers were born in Bangladesh, up from 10% in 1991 and 1% in 1984.  This 
increase reflects rapid increases in Bangladeshi immigration to New York City. 

§ 15% of new drivers are from Pakistan, down from 21% in 1991 although still 
much higher than the 1984 figure of 3%. 

§ 9% of drivers were born in the U.S., about the same as in 1991, when 10.5% were 
U.S.-born, but down from 26% in 1984. 
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Introduction 
 
Data in this report are for the occupational category, “Taxi drivers and chauffeurs.”  The 
Census Bureau defines this occupation as workers who: 

Drive automobiles, vans, or limousines to transport passengers. May occasionally 
carry cargo. Includes hearse drivers. Excludes ‘Ambulance Drivers and Attendants, 
Except Emergency Medical Technicians’ and ‘Bus Drivers’. 

 
This category includes taxicab drivers in the conventional sense of the term as well as 
drivers of limousines, livery cars and executive sedans.  The occupational category 
covers car service and black car drivers in New York City as well.  In this report, the 
term “taxi/limo” drivers is used to refer to “Taxi drivers and chauffeurs.” 
 
The definition of “Taxi drivers and chauffeurs” also includes drivers of paratransit 
(wheelchair-accessible) vehicles.  Depending on how individual paratransit drivers 
completed their Census forms, however, some paratransit drivers may be classified as 
“Bus Drivers, School” which include drivers who transport “the elderly or people with 
disabilities.”  Paratransit drivers may also be classified as “Ambulance Drivers and 
Attendants, Except Emergency Medical Technicians,” a category that includes drivers 
who transport “convalescent persons.” 
 
The Census provides workers’ occupations whether or not they are actively engaged in 
the occupation so that occupations include retired persons and persons attending school 
or staying home with children.  This report, however, covers only persons who were 
employed or self-employed at the time of the Census. 
 
This report is based on the 5% sample of households that completed the Census “long 
form,” which includes detailed questions on occupation, hours and weeks worked and 
national origin.  Data are analyzed using public use microdata (PUMS) computer files 
released by the Census Bureau last fall.  The total sample is comprised of 10,474 
taxi/limo drivers in 2000 and 8,700 drivers in 1990 and 1980.  Data for earlier years is 
based on the 1% sample (the only sample available); the sample size of drivers is 
between 1,500 and 2,400 in each year.  Data is presented for 10 states and seven 
metropolitan areas with adequate sample sizes (200 or more) for 2000.  See the 
Appendix for information on sampling errors. 
 
It should be noted that while the Census is generally considered the most complete and 
accurate source of demographic information on the nation’s population, the count of taxi 
and limo drivers does not appear to be complete.  Although precise counts are not 
available, there are at least 350,000 taxi/limo drivers in the U.S.,2 compared with the 

                                                   
2 Author’s estimates of taxi and limousine drivers, based on at least 200,000 taxicab drivers, at least half 

that number of limousine drivers, and over 50,000 New York City for-hire vehicle drivers.  There are 
also well over 30,000 paratransit drivers, who should be counted as taxi/limo drivers, based on Federal 
Transit Administration data showing that transit agencies operated (directly or through contract) 54 
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Census count of 230,000 drivers.   The apparent undercount of taxi/limo drivers is most 
likely due to misclassification of taxi/limo drivers into other occupational categories and 
possibly the undercount of certain populations.  Based on a comparison of Census results 
with data for drivers in New York City, however, the undercount appears not to have 
significantly affected the profile of characteristics of taxi drivers.3 
 

*  *  * 
 
This report was prepared by Bruce Schaller, Principal of Schaller Consulting.  Mr. 
Schaller is a nationally recognized expert in the taxicab business with experience in the 
U.S., Canada and Russia.  He has worked on taxicab issues in New York City, Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, Chicago, the Washington DC area, San Jose, San Diego, 
Ottawa, Canada and Moscow, Russia, and has conducted case studies of taxicab issues 
in numerous other localities. 
 
Prior to establishing his consulting practice in 1998, Mr. Schaller served as Director of 
Policy Development and Evaluation at the New York City Taxi and Limousine 
Commission and as Deputy Director for Marketing Research and Analysis at New York 
City Transit, which operates the city’s subway, bus and paratransit services. He is the 
author of papers published in Transportation, Transportation Quarterly, Transportation 
Research Record, New York Transportation Journal and Mass Transit. The scholarly 
journal Transportation published his paper of the first statistically significant 
elasticities of taxicab fares and service availability.  He is the author of the New York 
City Taxicab Fact, a comprehensive 63-page guide to the New York City taxicab industry 
considered to be the premier publication of its kind.  Mr. Schaller also co-authored a 
three-part series of articles on New York taxicab service in Transportation Quarterly.   
 
In addition being Principal of Schaller Consulting, Mr. Schaller is a Visiting Scholar at 
New York University’s Robert F. Wagner Graduate School of Public Service and writes 
the monthly transportation column for the award-winning on-line news and information 
service GothamGazette.com. 
 
   
 
 

                                                                                                                                                       
million vehicle hours in 2002, which translates into 28,000 full-time equivalent drivers.  There are also 
many other paratransit vehicles that are not be included in this figure. 

3 See Table 7 on page 32. 
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U.S., Large States and Major Metropolitan Areas 
 
 
The ranks of taxi and limo drivers have increased rapidly 
 
The number of taxi/limo drivers in the U.S. has grown steadily since 1970, reaching an 
all-time high of 230,000 drivers in 2000.  The number of drivers increased more rapidly 
in the 1990s than in the 1970s or 1980s, spurred by revitalization of major U.S. cities as 
well as increases in smaller metropolitan areas. 

§ There were 230,000 taxi/limo drivers in the U.S. in 2000, as counted by the U.S. 
Census. 

§ The number of drivers increased by 18% from 1990 to 2000, and by 51% since 
1970. 

§ The number of drivers decreased in the 1950s and 1960s, simultaneously with 
the growth of suburbia and decline of big city populations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1. Number of active taxi/limo drivers in the U.S., 1920-2000 
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Drivers are concentrated in 10 states … 
 
Taxi/limo drivers are concentrated in 10 major states.  The number of drivers has grown 
in these 10 states and also throughout the rest of the U.S. 

§ 10 states had 5,000 or more taxi/limo drivers in 2000. 

§ New York ranked first in the number of drivers, with 52,000 drivers in 2000, 
followed by California (23,300) and Florida, Illinois and Texas, each with at least 
10,000 drivers. 

§ Other states rounding out the top 10 in 2000 were Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, Virginia and Nevada, each with at least 5,000 drivers. 

§ These 10 states accounted for 62% of all taxi/limo drivers in the U.S. and 50% of 
the increase from 1990 to 2000.  The other 40 states and the District of Columbia 
account for the remaining 38% of drivers nationally, and 50% of the growth over 
the past decade. 

§ Nevada experienced the fastest growth in the number of taxi/limo drivers, with a 
gain of 115% between 1990 and 2000.   

§ Other states with rapid increases were Massachusetts (33% increase from 1990 
to 2000) and New York (21% increase). 

 
 
 

Figure 2. Number of taxi/limo drivers by state, 1980-2000 
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… and in 7 major metro areas 
 
Not surprisingly, taxi/limo drivers are concentrated in major metropolitan areas, 
although growth in other metro areas has been as rapid as growth in the large metro 
areas. 

§ 7 metropolitan areas, each with 4,500 or more drivers, accounted for 36% of all 
taxi/limo drivers in the U.S. in 2000.   

§ This group is led by the New York area, with over 40,000 drivers counted in the 
Census and Chicago, Los Angeles and Washington, DC metropolitan areas, each 
with 7,700 or more drivers.  The San Francisco, Las Vegas and Boston areas each 
have at least 4,500 drivers.4 

§ Other metropolitan areas accounted for 51% of all drivers in the U.S, while 
drivers living outside metropolitan areas accounted for the remaining 13%. 

§ The Las Vegas area experienced the fastest growth in the number of taxi/limo 
drivers, with a gain of 137% between 1990 and 2000.  Other areas with rapid 
increases were Boston (33% increase from 1990 to 2000) and New York (22% 
increase). 

§ Growth rates from 1990 to 2000 were similar for the 7 large metro areas (21% 
increase) and other metro areas (20% increase), but lower for non-metropolitan 
areas (4% increase). 

 

Figure 3. Number of taxi/limo drivers by metropolitan area, 1980-2000 

 

                                                   
4 See the Appendix Table A-3 for the geographic definitions of these metropolitan areas. 
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Larger and denser metro areas have more drivers relative to 
population 
 
The metro areas with the most taxi/limo drivers relative to population are also those 
generally thought of as “taxi cities” – New York, Washington DC, Boston, San Francisco 
and Chicago.  Notably, the tourist meca of Las Vegas occupies second place on the list of 
drivers relative to population.  The driver to population ratio in other metropolitan areas 
and non-metropolitan areas, however, is only somewhat below the U.S. average, as 
residents who do not own cars and some business travelers use cabs for local 
transportation.  

§ The New York metro area has 4.6 taxi/limo drivers per 1,000 population, the 
highest in the U.S. 

§ Las Vegas has the second-highest ratio with 3.0 drivers per 1,000 population.  
Las Vegas’ high ratio is attributable to the prominence of cabs in serving the 
many tourists visiting Las Vegas. 

§ The Washington DC, Boston, San Francisco and Chicago areas have between 1.2 
and 1.6 drivers per 1,000 population.  Each of these are major urban centers with 
active downtown taxi hail markets. 

§ Among large metro areas, car-dependent Los Angeles has the fewest drivers per 
1,000 population. 

  
 
 

Figure 4. Ratio of taxi/limo drivers to metro area population, 2000 
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Taxi driving is among the most predominantly male occupations 
in the U.S. 
 
Taxi and limo driving has one of the highest proportions of men among all occupations in 
the U.S.  In fact, the general public is more likely to encounter men as taxi/limo drivers 
than in any other front-line customer service occupation. 
 
In a comparison of occupations that involve extensive interaction with the general 
public: 

§ 87% of taxi/limo drivers were men in 2000, the highest percentage in this 
comparison. 

§ 81% of auto service and parking attendants were men. 

§ At the other end of the spectrum, 8% of professional nurses and 10% of bank 
tellers were male in 2000. 

 
Occupations with a very high percentage of men – none of which primarily involve 
interaction with the general public – are railroad and car shop mechanics, brickmasons, 
roofers, plumbers, auto mechanics, carpenters and electricians – each of which are 98% 
or 99% male. 
 
 
 

Table 1. Gender for selected service occupations, 2000 

 
 Percent 
Occupation Male Female 
Taxicab drivers and chauffeurs 87% 13% 
Attendants, auto service and parking 81% 19% 
Bus drivers 51% 49% 
Real estate agents and brokers 49% 51% 
Bartenders 47% 53% 
Waiters and waitresses 26% 74% 
Cashiers 24% 76% 
Librarians 21% 79% 
Barbers, beauticians, and manicurists 18% 82% 
Bank tellers 10% 90% 
Nurses, professional 8% 92% 
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… but the ranks of women have grown 
 
Women have, however, gained a firm foothold in the taxi and limo industry, now 
accounting for one in 8 drivers.  There are strong differences in women’s representation 
geographically – women are concentrated in smaller metropolitan areas where U.S.-born 
drivers predominate. 

§ 13% of taxi/limo drivers in the U.S. were female in 2000. 

§ This proportion increased from less than 3% in 1960 and earlier years to 10% or 
more since 1980. 

§ The large majority of women taxi/limo drivers are born in the U.S.: 88% of female 
drivers were born in the U.S. compared with 57% of male drivers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 5. Females as percent of all taxi/limo drivers, U.S., 1920-2000 
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Women’s representation varies among states … 

§ 22% of taxi/limo drivers in Pennsylvania were female in 2000. 

§ Between 12% and 15% of drivers in Texas, Massachusetts, Maryland, Florida, 
California and Virginia were female. 

§ 5% of drivers in Illinois and New York were female. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 6. Female as percent of all taxi/limo drivers, by state, 2000 
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… and metropolitan areas 
 
Women’s representation also varies among metropolitan area, with lower representation 
where immigrant drivers predominate. 

§ Only 3% of drivers in the New York area and 4% of drivers in the Chicago area – 
both areas with a large number of foreign-born drivers – were female in 2000. 

§ 10% to 11% of drivers in the Boston, Los Angeles and Las Vegas areas were 
female in 2000. 

§ 14% in all other metro areas and 28% of drivers outside metropolitan areas were 
female. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 7. Females as percent of all taxi/limo drivers, by metro area, 2000 
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Taxi/limo driving is one of the most heavily immigrant 
occupations in the U.S.  
 
Taxi/limo driving has one of the highest proportions of immigrant workers of any 
occupation in the U.S. 

§ 38% of taxi/limo drivers were immigrants in 2000. 

§ Among occupations with 50,000 or more workers in the 2000 Census, only tailors 
(45% immigrants) and farm laborers (40% immigrants) had a higher 
representation of immigrants. 

§ Other occupations with a high proportion of immigrants were private household 
workers, laundry and dry cleaning operatives, meat cutters and biological 
scientists. 

 
 
 
 
 

Table 2.  Immigrants by occupation, 2000 
Occupations with 50,000 or more workers 

 
Occupation Pct. immigrant 
Tailors  45% 
Farm laborers 40% 
Taxicab drivers and chauffeurs 38% 
Private household workers 34% 
Laundry and dry cleaning operatives 31% 
Meat cutters, except slaughter and packing house 30% 
Biological scientists 30% 
Roofers and slaters 26% 
Bakers 26% 
Gardeners, except farm, and groundskeepers 26% 
Painters, construction and maintenance 26% 
Misc. natural scientists 26% 
Physicians and surgeons 25% 
Chemists 23% 
Porters 23% 
Cement and concrete finishers 23% 
Cooks, except private household 22% 
Upholsterers 21% 
Janitors and sextons 20% 
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Most taxi/limo drivers were born in the U.S., but immigrants’ 
presence has increased substantially  
 
While most drivers were born in the U.S., taxi and limo driving has always offered 
opportunities for immigrants and their children.  The percentage of immigrant drivers 
has followed immigration trends, declining after Congress adopted immigration 
restrictions in 1924 and then increasing late in the century as restrictions were eased 
and immigration increased rapidly.  The number of immigrant drivers has grown far 
more rapidly than the number of immigrants in the U.S., however. 

§ 62% of drivers were born in the U.S. and possessions (including Puerto Rico) in 
2000 while 38% were foreign born. 

§ 18% of drivers were foreign born in 1920, declining to 8% in 1960 and 1970, then 
rising to 38% in 2000. 

§ From 1970 to 2000, the number of immigrant taxi/limo drivers increased by 644% 
while the number of immigrants in the U.S. increased by 223%. 

 
Although in 1960 and 1970 relatively few drivers were born outside the U.S., a 
significant number were second-generation Americans.   

§ In 1960, 24% of drivers were second generation Americans (one or both parents 
born abroad), primarily of European and Russian descent.   

§ In 1970, 18% of drivers were second generation, also primarily of European and 
Russian descent.  

 

Figure 8. Immigrants as percentage of taxi/limo drivers, 1920-2000 
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Immigrant drivers are primarily from South Asia, the Caribbean 
and Africa 
 
South Asia, the West Indies and Africa are the major sources of foreign-born drivers. 

§ 7% of drivers were born in South Asian countries 

§ 7% of drivers were from the West Indies 

§ 6% of drivers were born in Africa. 

§ 2% to 4% were born in South America, Asia, Mexico, Europe, former Soviet 
Republics or the Middle East. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 9.  National origin of taxi/limo drivers, by region of birth, 2000 
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… and national origins reflect the regional concentrations 

§ 3.0% of taxi/limo drivers were born in the Dominican Republic 

§ 2.9% of drivers were born in Pakistan. 

§ 2.7% of drivers emigrated from Mexico. 

§ Countries with 2.3% of drivers were former Soviet Republics, Haiti and India. 

§ Other countries that were the birthplace of at least 1% of drivers were Nigeria, 
Ethiopia, Bangladesh, Colombia and Ecuador. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 10. Country of birth of immigrant taxi/limo drivers, 2000 

 

3.0%
2.9%

2.7%

2.3% 2.3% 2.3%

1.5%

1.2% 1.2%
1.0% 1.0% 0.9%

0.0%

0.5%

1.0%

1.5%

2.0%

2.5%

3.0%

3.5%

D
om

. R
ep

ub
lic

P
ak

is
ta

n

M
ex

ic
o

ex
-U

S
S

R

H
ai

ti

In
di

a

N
ig

er
ia

E
th

io
pi

a

B
an

gl
ad

es
h

C
ol

om
bi

a

E
cu

ad
or

Ja
m

ai
ca

%
 o

f d
riv

er
s 



CHANGING FACE OF TAXI AND LIMOUSINE DRIVERS  15  

 SCHALLER CONSULTING   

Taxi driving is a significant fraction of all workers among some 
immigrant groups 
 
Taxi and limo drivers represent a significant proportion of workers in some nationality 
groups, particularly among men.  

§ 11% of all Ethiopian employed men in the U.S. were taxi/limo drivers in 2000. 

§ About 8% of Bangladeshi and Pakistani-born employed men in the U.S. were 
taxi/limo drivers in 2000. 

§ Among employed men born in Nigeria, Haiti, the Dominican Republic, former 
Soviet republics and Ecuador, at least 2% were taxi/limo drivers in 2000. 

§ By contrast, only 0.20% of employed U.S.-born men were taxi/limo drivers in 
2000. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 11. Percentage of all male workers driving taxi/limo, by country of birth, 2000 
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Immigrant drivers are concentrated in large states … 
 
Several states are considerably above the median in the percentage of foreign born 
drivers. 

§ 71% of drivers in New York state were foreign born in 2000. 

§ 40% to 51% of drivers in Illinois, California, Virginia and Maryland were 
immigrants. 

§ By contrast, only 18% of drivers in Nevada and 8% of drivers in Pennsylvania 
were foreign born. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 12. Immigrants as percentage of taxi/limo drivers, by state, 2000 
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… and major metropolitan areas 
 
A much higher proportion of drivers in major metropolitan areas are foreign born as 
compared with smaller metro areas. 

§ 82% of drivers in the New York metro area were foreign born in 2000. 

§ Between 57% and 62% of drivers in the Washington DC, Los Angeles, San 
Francisco and Chicago metro areas were foreign born in 2000. 

§ By contrast, only 25% of drivers outside the 7 large metro areas were foreign 
born in 2000, as were only 5% of drivers living outside metropolitan areas. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 13. Immigrants as percentage of taxi/limo drivers, by metro area, 2000 
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Country of origin of immigrant drivers varies by state … 
 
The clustering of immigrant groups varies by state: 

§ South Asians comprised 15% or more of drivers in Illinois, New York and 
Virginia in 2000. 

§ West Indians comprised at least 13% of drivers in Florida, Massachusetts and 
New York. 

§ African immigrants 10% or more of drivers in Maryland, Virginia and Texas. 

§ 12% of drivers in California and Texas are from Mexico. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 3. National origin of taxi/limo drivers, by state, 2000 

 
 CA FL IL MD MA NV NY PA TX VA U.S. 

South Asia 6.2% 1.3% 17.5% 3.4% 1.8% 0.8% 16.2% 2.0% 2.0% 16.9% 6.8% 

West Indies 0.1% 13.3% 1.2% 3.6% 13.5% 0.0% 19.8% 0.5% 0.9% 0.0% 6.7% 

Africa 4.3% 1.2% 8.5% 22.4% 3.1% 5.7% 7.9% 2.9% 10.9% 12.3% 6.3% 

South Am. 2.2% 9.4% 1.5% 1.4% 1.2% 0.7% 9.3% 0.2% 0.8% 1.8% 3.6% 

Asia 5.8% 0.1% 4.2% 1.5% 0.6% 1.6% 5.2% 0.0% 1.2% 4.8% 3.1% 

Mexico 9.7% 0.6% 4.2% 0.0% 0.0% 1.7% 1.7% 0.0% 12.0% 0.2% 2.7% 

Europe 2.1% 3.1% 5.3% 1.3% 3.4% 2.3% 3.5% 0.6% 1.2% 1.3% 2.4% 

USSR 6.2% 0.6% 3.6% 2.7% 3.8% 1.0% 4.3% 1.5% 0.0% 0.0% 2.3% 

Middle East 4.5% 1.1% 5.3% 2.2% 2.4% 1.8% 1.7% 0.3% 4.4% 4.3% 2.0% 

Central Am. 4.3% 1.6% 0.2% 1.3% 1.3% 0.8% 1.6% 0.4% 1.2% 0.9% 1.3% 

Other 1.0% 6.5% 0.0% 0.5% 1.8% 1.4% 0.3% 0.0% 0.5% 1.0% 0.9% 

Total foreign 
born:  
  2000 46.4% 38.8% 51.4% 40.3% 32.9% 17.8% 71.4% 8.3% 35.1% 43.5% 38.2% 

  1990 32.3% 30.0% 29.7% 24.7% 20.4% 11.7% 54.4% 5.9% 21.7% 27.3% 27.0% 

  1980 18.7% 20.8% 15.4% 9.2% 9.2% 6.3% 30.2% 3.6% 8.0% 10.2% 13.5% 
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… and metro area 
 
By metro area: 

§ South Asians comprised 15% or more of drivers in the Chicago, New York, San 
Francisco and Washington DC areas in 2000. 

§ West Indians comprised at least 13% of drivers in the Boston and New York 
areas. 

§ African immigrants comprised 10% of drivers in the Chicago area. 

§ 12% of drivers in the San Francisco area were born in Asia. 

§ 12% or more of drivers in the Los Angeles area were from Mexico. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 4. National origin of taxi/limo drivers, by metro area, 2000 

 
Metropolitan area  

Place of Birth Boston Chicago L.A. N.Y. S. F. DC U.S. 
South Asia 1.9% 19.6% 1.6% 19.3% 14.6% 15.0% 6.8% 
West Indies 17.3% 1.4% 0.2% 22.9% 0.0% 4.3% 6.7% 
Africa 4.0% 10.0% 6.3% 9.0% 5.7% 24.7% 6.3% 
South America 2.0% 1.7% 2.3% 10.5% 3.7% 2.7% 3.6% 
Asia 0.8% 4.8% 4.0% 6.1% 12.5% 4.8% 3.1% 
Mexico 0.0% 4.8% 15.6% 2.1% 0.7% 0.3% 2.7% 
Europe 4.1% 6.1% 1.1% 3.8% 2.1% 1.3% 2.4% 
USSR 6.0% 4.1% 10.0% 5.2% 10.1% 0.3% 2.3% 
Middle East 1.8% 6.0% 8.0% 1.8% 3.9% 5.4% 2.0% 
Central America 2.2% 0.2% 8.5% 1.5% 3.2% 2.0% 1.3% 
Other 1.8% 0.0% 1.3% 0.2% 0.5% 0.8% 0.9% 
Total foreign born: 
  2000 41.7% 58.6% 58.8% 82.4% 57.0% 61.7% 38.2% 
  1990 28.1% 34.3% 47.3% 63.7% 35.1% 46.7% 27.0% 
  1980 13.3% 18.0% 31.0% 35.1% 15.7% 21.3% 13.5% 
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Drivers have become more racially diverse but a majority are 
still white  
 
Racially, taxi/limo drivers were primarily white until recent decades, when first blacks 
and then Asians gained a significant representation in the industry. 

§ 61% of taxi/limo drivers were white, while 22% were black/African-American and 
11% were Asian in 2000.5 

§ Whites as a proportion of all drivers increased slightly from 1920 to 1950, then 
declined steadily since 1950. 

§ Black/African-Americans as a proportion of drivers rose from 15% in 1950 to 22% 
in 1980 and has changed only marginally since 1980. 

§ The proportion of Asian drivers increased from 2% in 1980 to 6% in 1990 and 
11% in 2000. 

 
 
 
 

Figure 14. Race of taxi/limo drivers, U.S., 1920-2000 

                                                   
5 The Census classification system for race changed in 2000 to allow for multiple responses.  The 2000 

race data used in this report include all persons classifying themselves as white, black or Asian; this 
produces a small level of double-counting for persons checking more than one category. 
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Racial composition varies by state … 
 
The racial profile of drivers varies significantly by state.   

§ Over 75% of drivers in Nevada, Pennsylvania and Maryland are white.   

§ Blacks/African-Americans comprise 55% of drivers in Maryland, 31% in Virginia 
and 20% to 26% in Texas, Florida, New York and Illinois. 

§ Asians comprise 22% of drivers in Illinois and New York and 19% in Virginia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 15. Race of taxi/limo drivers, by state, 2000 
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… and metro area  

§ Over 50% of drivers are white in Las Vegas, Boston, Los Angeles and San 
Francisco metro areas, as well as outside the seven major metro areas. 

§ 53% of drivers are black/African American in Washington DC area, as are 23% in 
the New York and Chicago areas. 

§ About one-quarter of drivers are Asian in Chicago, San Francisco and New York. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 16. Race of taxi/limo drivers, by metro area, 2000 
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Educational achievement has risen steadily 
 
Although the job does not have educational requirements, a substantial number of taxi 
and limo drivers have attended college. 

§ 43% of taxi/limo drivers had attended college, or were college graduates, in 2000 
(28% had attended some college and 14% were college graduates). 

§ 41% had a high school diploma and 17% had not graduated from high school. 

§ The proportion of drivers with at least some college coursework increased from 
23% in 1980 to 38% in 1990 and 43% in 2000. 

§ States with the best-educated taxi/limo drivers are Maryland (23% are college 
graduates) and Illinois (22% are college graduates).  Drivers in Pennsylvania, 
with 9% college graduates, and Massachusetts, where 10% are college graduates, 
are at the low end of this spectrum. 

§ At the top of the list of seven metro areas, 27% of drivers in the Washington DC 
area are college graduates, as are 24% in the Chicago and San Francisco metro 
areas.  The lowest percentages are in Las Vegas and Los Angeles (both 13%). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 17. Educational attainment of taxi/limo drivers, U.S., 1960-2000 
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The average age of drivers has increased 
 
The average age of taxi/limo drivers has fluctuated over the past half century but 
reached an all-time high in 2000.  

§ 45.7 years was the average age of taxi/limo drivers in 2000. 

§ The average age increased from 40.8 in 1980 to 42.1 in 1990 and 45.7 in 2000. 

§ One-half of drivers were between the ages of 30 and 49 in 2000, while 6% were 
age 70 or older. 

§ The proportion of drivers aged 20 to 29 declined from 25% in 1980 to 12% in 
2000. 

§ Drivers were on average relatively young in New York (42.5 years) and 
California (43.5 years) in 2000.  Other states were near the U.S. average. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 18. Average age of taxi/limo drivers, U.S., 1920-2000 
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Most drivers work full-time, 40 or more hours a week 
 
The Census data reflect the widely known fact that taxi/limo drivers work long hours. 

§ 67% of taxi/limo drivers worked 40 or more hours a week in 2000, including 30% 
that usually worked 50 or more hours a week. 

§ Full-time drivers worked an average of 49.1 hours a week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 19. Hours usually worked per week, 2000 
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Full-time driving has declined 
 
The rate of full-time driving has declined in recent decades.  This may reflect the very 
modest wage growth of the job, the long hours required, or other factors.  

§ The proportion of drivers working full-time declined from 90% in 1950 to 67% in 
2000.  (Full-time is defined as those working at least 40 hours a week.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 20. Proportion driving full-time, U.S., 1950-2000 
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Incomes have risen slowly and remain modest 
 
Adjusted for inflation, taxi/limo driver earnings have increased only slightly in recent 
decades. 

§ Full-time drivers6 averaged $26,792 in earned income in 1999.  (Note that each 
Census asks for income in the previous year.)  

§ After adjusting for inflation, average driver incomes increased by only 1.1% from 
1989 to 1999. 

§ Adjusted for inflation, average driver incomes increased by 16% in the 1960s, 
declined by 4% in the 1970s and grew by 9% in the 1980s. 

§ Overall, average driver incomes increased 5% from 1969 to 1999, after adjusting 
for inflation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 21. Average income from earnings of full-time drivers, 1959-1999. 
(Inflation-adjusted 1999 dollars) 

                                                   
6 For the purpose of computing incomes, full-time is defined as working at least 40 hours a week and at 

least 40 weeks in the previous year, and reporting earned income for the previous year. 
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How driver earnings compare with earnings in similar 
occupations 
 
Another window on driver incomes is provided by comparing earnings of drivers with 
earnings in other occupations.  The occupations listed below were selected because they 
generally do not require a college degree and include occupations in which employees 
provide services directly to the general public. 

§ Taxi/limo drivers earned on average $10.94 per hour in 1999. 

§ Drivers earned substantially less than mail carriers, clerical workers, 
dispatchers, truck drivers, bus drivers, messengers, guards and laborers in 1999. 

§ On an hourly basis, drivers earned about the same as janitors, attendants at 
hospitals and other institutions and cashiers in 1999. 

§ Taxi/limo drivers earned somewhat more than bartenders, cooks, bank tellers 
and waiters and waitresses in 1999. 

 
 
 
 

Table 5. Earned income for full-time workers, selected occupations, 1999 

 

Occupation Annual 
earnings 

Hourly 
earnings* 

Mail carriers  $39,499  $17.95 
Clerical and kindred workers  $31,160  $14.49 
Dispatchers and starters, vehicle  $31,553  $14.02 
Truck and tractor drivers  $33,962  $13.86 
Bus drivers  $30,040  $13.65 
Messengers and office boys  $29,799  $13.55 
Guards, watchmen, and doorkeepers  $28,834  $13.41 
Laborers  $27,470  $12.78 
Janitors and sextons  $25,380  $11.80 
Taxicab drivers and chauffeurs  $26,792  $10.94 
Attendants, hospital and other institution  $22,591  $10.51 
Cashiers  $21,713  $10.10 
Bartenders  $21,739  $9.88 
Cooks, except private household  $22,544  $9.80 
Bank tellers  $19,924  $9.72 
Waiters and waitresses  $18,909  $8.79 

Hourly earnings based on annual earnings and average hours worked per 
week.  Assumes 50 weeks worked per year. 
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New York City Taxi/Limo Drivers 
 
With by far the nation’s largest number of taxi and limousine drivers,7 the 
characteristics of taxi/limo drivers who work in New York City are of particular interest.  
This section presents data from the 2000 U.S. Census for drivers working in New York 
City and from driver licensing records provided by the Taxi and Limousine Commission.  
The TLC data allow a comparison with Census results and also break out medallion 
taxicab drivers and for-hire vehicle (FHV) drivers – a classification composed of 
neighborhood car services, black cars and limousines. 
 
Highlights for New York City taxi/limo drivers from the Census (see Table 6): 

§ 2.5% of New York City taxi/limo drivers were female in 2000, essentially 
unchanged from 1990 and 1980. 

§ 84% of drivers were immigrants, a sharp increase from 64% in 1990 and 38% in 
1980. 

§ 23% of drivers were from the West Indies (Dominican Republic and Haiti). 

§ 20% were from South Asia (Pakistan, India and Bangladesh). 

§ Taxi/limo drivers working full-time earned an average of  $29,048 in 1999 and 
worked an average of 52.2 hours a week. 

 
As shown in Table 8, Census and TLC licensing data show nearly identical results for 
gender and national origin.8  The similarity of results between the two sources indicates 
that even though the Census undercounts the number of taxi/limo drivers, the Census 
profile of driver characteristics appears to be accurate. 
 
The TLC licensing data show striking differences between medallion taxi and FHV 
drivers: 

§ Although the percentage is still small for both segments, FHV drivers are three 
times more likely to be female than are medallion taxi drivers (3.3% of FHV 
drivers compared with 0.9% of taxi drivers are female). 

§ 39% of medallion taxi drivers emigrated from South Asia (14% from Pakistan, 
14% from Bangladesh, 10% from India and 1% from Afghanistan). 

                                                   
7 As noted in the introduction, this occupational category includes New York City black car and car 

service drivers as well as medallion taxi and limousine drivers. 
8 Some differences are to be expected since the Census results are for active drivers while the TLC data 

include all licensed drivers, whether or not they currently drive.  Characteristics of active drivers would 
be expected to differ somewhat from the overall population of licensed drivers.  It should also be noted 
that about one-third of the driver licensing records supplied by TLC did not show place of birth 
information, which may possibly also affect the results. 
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§ 14% of FHV drivers are Dominicans and 26% are from South Asia. 
 
Table 9 shows changes in the national origins of newly licensed medallion cab drivers 
over the past two decades.9  Although South Asia continues to be the primary wellspring 
of cab drivers, the national origins of new cab drivers shows continued changes since the 
last survey in 1991: 

§ Bangladesh has replaced Pakistan is the number one country of origin of 
medallion cab drivers in New York City.  In the last two years, 18% of new taxi 
drivers were born in Bangladesh, up from 10% in 1991 and 1% in 1984.  This 
growth reflects increases in Bangladeshi emigration to New York City from 400 
per year in the 1980s to 3,900 per year in the mid-1990s.10 

§ 15% of new drivers are from Pakistan, down from 21% in 1991 although still 
much higher than the 1984 figure of 3%. 

§ The proportion of drivers emigrated from India has remained stable at 10%. 

§ 4% of new medallion cab drivers were born in Haiti, the same as in 1991 but 
down from 18% in 1984. 

§ 9% of drivers were born in the U.S., nearly the same as in 1991 (10.5%) but down 
from 26% in 1984. 

§ Increased African immigration to New York City is also evident in the increase in 
medallion cab drivers from Egypt, Morocco, Ghana and Nigeria. 

 
 
 
 

                                                   
9 This table is distinct from Table 8, which shows the characteristics of all drivers, not just drivers first 

obtaining a taxi drivers license. 
10 Department of City Planning, The Newest New Yorkers, 1995-1996, and Department of City Planning, 

The Newest New Yorkers, An Analysis of Immigration into New York City During the 1980s. 
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Table 6.  Characteristics of taxi/limo drivers working in New York City, 1980-2000 

 
 1980 1990 2000 
Total drivers working in NYC           26,143     33,280     39,735 

    
Gender    
Male 98.0% 96.8% 97.5% 
Female 2.0% 3.2% 2.5% 
Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

    
Education    
Less than high school diploma 38% 22% 22% 
High school diploma 38% 42% 39% 
Some college/college grad. 23% 36% 38% 
Total 100% 100% 100% 

    
National origin    
Born in U.S. and possessions 62% 36% 16% 
Total foreign born 38% 64% 84% 

West Indies 10% 20% 23% 
South Asia 0% 7% 20% 
South America 5% 11% 11% 
Africa 1% 5% 9% 
Asia 2% 7% 6% 
USSR 3% 3% 5% 
All other 15% 12% 9% 

Total 100% 100% 100% 

    

Full-time drivers working in NYC    

Average earnings   $29,048 

Hours worked per week      52.2 

    
Source: U.S. Census 
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Table 7.  Comparison of Census and TLC licensing data for  
taxi/limo drivers working in New York City 

 
 

Census* 
(2000) 

Licensed 
drivers** 
(2004) 

Gender   
  Male 97.5% 97.7% 
  Female 2.5% 2.3% 
  Total 100.0% 100.0% 
   
Place of birth   
U.S. and possessions 16% 11% 
Total foreign born 84% 89% 
  Dominican Republic 14% 14% 
  Pakistan 8% 10% 
  India 6% 7% 
  Bangladesh 6% 8% 
  ex-USSR 5% 6% 
  Haiti 5% 6% 
  All other countries 40% 38% 

 

*  Active drivers counted in the 2000 Census listing New York 
City as place of work. 

** Medallion taxicab, for-hire vehicle, paratransit and van drivers 
licensed by the taxi and Limousine Commission as of June 
2004. 

 
Sources: U.S. Census and Taxi and Limousine Commission 

records 
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Table 8.  National origin of medallion taxi and for-hire vehicle drivers  
in New York City, 2004  

 
 All 

taxi/limo 
Medallion 

taxi 
For-hire 
vehicle* 

Gender    
  Male 97.7% 99.1% 96.7% 
  Female 2.3% 0.9% 3.3% 
  Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
    
Place of birth    
U.S. and Possessions 11.2% 9.1% 12.0% 
Foreign-born 88.8% 90.9% 88.0% 
  Dominican Republic 13.7% 2.0% 23.6% 
  Pakistan 10.3% 14.4% 7.3% 
  Bangladesh 7.8% 13.6% 3.4% 
  India 7.3% 10.2% 5.1% 
  Ex-USSR 6.1% 4.4% 6.9% 
  Haiti 5.9% 9.6% 3.1% 
  Ecuador 4.0% 1.5% 6.1% 
  Egypt 3.3% 4.6% 2.4% 
  China 3.0% 1.6% 4.1% 
  Columbia 1.7% 1.4% 2.0% 
  Ghana 1.7% 3.0% 0.5% 
  Morocco 1.4% 1.8% 1.0% 
  Jamaica 1.1% 0.7% 1.3% 
  Nigeria 1.0% 1.2% 0.9% 
  Romania 0.8% 1.4% 0.3% 
  Afghanistan 0.5% 0.8% 0.3% 
  All other 19.1% 18.7% 19.6% 
Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

    
Total drivers with country 
of birth 68,691 30,240 37,267 

Country of birth missing 30,709 11,384 18,706 
Total licensed drivers  99,400 41,624 55,973 

 
*  Taxi/limo drivers includes medallion taxicab, for-hire vehicle, paratransit 

and van drivers licensed by the taxi and Limousine Commission as of 
June 2004.   

** For-hire vehicle drivers includes car service, black car and limousine 
drivers. 

 
Source: Taxi and Limousine Commission records 
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Table 9.  National origin of newly licensed NYC medallion taxi drivers,  
1984, 1991 and 2002-04  

 
 

1984 1991 2002-04* 

Change 
1991 to 

2002-04 
United States 25.8% 10.5% 9.0% -1.5% 
     
Bangladesh 1.1% 10.2% 18.3% 8.1% 
Pakistan 3.0% 21.3% 14.8% -6.5% 
India 3.0% 10.0% 9.5% -0.5% 
Egypt 3.8% 4.8% 6.1% 1.3% 
Haiti 18.5% 4.1% 3.9% -0.2% 
Morocco 0.1% 1.7% 3.8% 2.1% 
Ghana 2.1% 1.6% 2.9% 1.4% 
Ex-Soviet Republics 3.1% 6.8% 2.8% -4.0% 
Nigeria 0.5% 1.1% 1.7% 0.7% 
Romania 2.8% 1.6% 1.1% -0.5% 

 
*  Licensed from mid-2002 to mid-2004.  Licenses are issued for two-year 

terms; these drivers had first-time licenses as of June 2004. 

Sources: Anne G. Morris, “The Impact of Mandated Training Program on 
New Taxicab Drivers in New York City,” Center for Logistics and 
Transportation, CUNY Graduate Center, December 1985; Taxi and 
Limousine Commission, “Who’s Driving New York,” April 22, 1992; analysis 
of Taxi and Limousine Commission licensing records (2002-04). 
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Appendix. Data Source and Accuracy 
 
The source for Census data used in this report is Steven Ruggles and Matthew Sobek et. al., 
Integrated Public Use Microdata Series: Version 3.0, Minneapolis: Historical Census Projects, 
University of Minnesota, 2003.  The website for this valuable, user-friendly source of current and 
historical Census data is http://ipums.org.  Availability of Census data from this source is 
gratefully acknowledged.   
 
While enumerating the entire population, the decennial U.S. Census collects detailed 
demographic and income data for a sample of persons.  This report is based on the 5% sample 
for the 1980, 1990 and 2000 Censuses, and the 1% sample for earlier years.  As with any 
sample, results from the 5% and 1% samples are subject to sampling and other types of error.  
To retain a reasonable level of data accuracy for taxi/limo drivers, results are reported only for the 
U.S. and large states and metropolitan areas.  The state and metro area data are reported only 
for the 5% samples.   
 
Sample sizes for the U.S. and large states and metro areas are shown in Tables A-1 and A-2 with 
the estimated taxi/limo driver population and confidence interval.  The U.S. total of 230,000 
drivers in 2000 is expected to be accurate to +/-1.9% at a 90% confidence level.  Accuracy 
declines to +/-5.9% for counts of 25,000 drivers and to +/-15.7% for estimates of 3,500.  Sampling 
variability is higher for years prior to 1980 due to use of the 1% sample instead of 5% sample. 
 
Metropolitan area definitions   
The Census Bureau redefines the composition of metropolitan areas with each Census.  In this 
report, certain metro areas have been combined in some years in order to attain a reasonable 
level of consistency.  Although there remain some changes in definition between 1980 and 2000 
for the metro areas used in this report, these differences should have only small impacts on the 
number of taxi/limo drivers. 
 
See Table A-3 for Metro area definitions for 1980 to 2000. 
 
 
 

Table A-1. Sample size and confidence intervals, U.S. data 

 

 Sample Estimate 
Confidence 

interval 
1920 1,619   163,370 5.3% 
1950 2,363   203,910 4.7% 
1960 1,602   159,621 5.3% 
1970 1,519   152,162 5.4% 
1980 8,764   175,411 2.2% 
1990 8,754   194,302 2.1% 
2000 10,474   230,222 1.9% 
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Table A-2. Sample size and confidence intervals, states and metro areas 

 

States 
1980 1990 2000 

2000 
Estimate 

2000 
Confidence 

interval 

California  870  1,028  1,112  23,309 6.1% 
Florida  496  638  603  12,756 8.2% 
Illinois  519  430  502  11,745 8.6% 
Maryland  283  309  305  6,300 11.7% 
Massachusetts  260  272  373  7,744 10.6% 
Nevada  80  106  262  5,429 12.6% 
New York  1,832  1,804  2,203  51,953 4.1% 
Pennsylvania  386  296  362  7,468 10.8% 
Texas  501  459  472  10,317 9.2% 
Virginia  265  228  272  6,004 12.0% 
All other  3,272  3,184  4,008  87,197 3.2% 
 

Metro areas 
1980 1990 2000 

2000 
Estimate 

2000 
Confidence 

interval 

Boston, MA         165 154           217  4,655 13.7% 
Chicago, IL         433 353           405  10,292 9.2% 
Las Vegas, NV           60 83           225  4,733 13.5% 
Los Angeles-Long Beach, CA         348         373           394  8,337 10.2% 
New York-Northeastern NJ 1,493       1,369 1,727  42,721 4.5% 
San Francisco-Oakland, CA 172         203 247  5,319 12.8% 
Washington, DC/MD/VA 338         347 355  7,730 10.6% 
Other metro area 4,373 4,335        5,221  117,639 2.7% 
Non-metropolitan areas 1,382       1,537 1,683  28,796 5.5% 
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Table A-3. Metro area geographic definitions used in report 

 
Boston, MA   
1980 1990 2000 
 Bristol (p) Bristol (p) 
Essex (p) Essex (p) Essex (p) 
Middlesex (p) Middlesex (p) Middlesex (p) 
Norfolk (p) Norfolk (p) Norfolk (p) 
Plymouth (p) Plymouth (p) Plymouth (p) 
Suffolk Suffolk Suffolk 
 Worcester (p) Worcester (p) 
  Rockingham , NH (p) 
   
Chicago, IL   
1980 1990 2000 
Cook Cook Cook 
  DeKalb 
DuPage DuPage DuPage 
 Grundy Grundy 
Kane  Kane  Kane 
 Kendell Kendall 
Lake, IL  Lake, IL Lake, IL 
Lake, IN  Lake, IN   
McHenry McHenry McHenry 
Porter Porter  
Will  Will  Will 
   
Las Vegas, NV   
1980 1990 2000 
Clark Clark Clark 
  Mohave , AZ 
  Nye , NV 
  
Los Angeles-Long Beach, CA  
1980 1990 2000 
Los Angeles  Los Angeles  Los Angeles  
   
New York, NY   
1980 1990 2000 
Bronx Bronx Bronx 
Kings Kings Kings 
New York New York New York 
Putnam Putnam Putnam 
Queens Queens Queens 
Richmond Richmond Richmond 
Rockland Rockland Rockland 
Westchester Westchester Westchester 
Bergen, NJ    
   



CHANGING FACE OF TAXI AND LIMOUSINE DRIVERS  38  

 SCHALLER CONSULTING   

 
San Francisco, CA   
1980 1990 2000 
Marin Marin Marin 
San Francisco San Francisco San Francisco 
San Mateo San Mateo San Mateo 
Alameda  Alameda  Alameda  
Contra Costa  Contra Costa  Contra Costa  
   
Washington DC, MD/VA/WV  
1980 1990 2000 
District of Columbia District of Columbia District of Columbia 
 Calvert, MD Calvert, MD 
Charles, MD Charles, MD Charles, MD 
 Frederick, MD Frederick, MD 
Montgomery, MD Montgomery, MD Montgomery, MD 
Prince George's, MD Prince George's, MD Prince George's, MD 
Alexandria City * Alexandria City * Alexandria city, VA* 
Arlington, VA Arlington, VA Arlington, VA 
  Clarke, VA 
  Culpeper, VA 
Fairfax, VA Fairfax, VA Fairfax, VA 
  Fauquier, VA 
  King George, VA 
Loudon, VA Loudoun, VA Loudoun, VA 
Prince William, VA Prince William, VA Prince William, VA 
  Spotsylvania, VA 
 Stafford, VA Stafford, VA 
  Warren, VA 
  Berkeley, WV 
  Jefferson, WV 
  Fairfax city, VA 
  Falls Church city, VA 
  Fredericksburg city, VA 
  Manassas city, VA 
  Manassas Park city, VA 

 
(p) = part of county 
* Independent city, not politically incorporated within a county.  

 
 


